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Socioeconomic and environmental characteristics of the area

While the northern part of South Korea, which extends from north to south, has a cold climate with little rain,
the southern part, situated in the temperate zone, is warm and has a high rainfall regime affected by the
ocean. Agricultural land accounts for about 18% of the national land, distributed mainly in the southwestern
part of the country, and 60% of it is accounted for by paddy fields.

Description of human-nature interactions in the area

In South Korean rural areas, land use is characterized by a mosaic of secondary forests, cultivated land, paddy
fields, streams, irrigation ponds, and so forth, and such rural landscapes, including the settlements, are called
“maeul”. The South Koreans have believed in feng shui since ancient times, and maeul is also strongly
influenced by Feng-Shui theory.




Contents

Status (“ongoing” or “completed”) ‘ Completed ‘ Period (MM/YY to MIM/YY) ‘ 03/2012

Rationale (why activities or policies described, or information shared in the case study are needed)

This study was commissioned to be included in the publication “Socio-ecological Production Landscapes in
Asia”.

Objectives (goals of activities or policies described, or of producing the case study)
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This chapter provides an overview the traditional “maeul” agricultural landscape of the Korean Peninsula.

Activities and/or practices employed

Literature review, field observation.

Results

Due to the rise in demand for labor in the industrial sector during the period of economic growth that began in the 1960s,
people moved from rural villages to urban areas, substantially reducing the agricultural population. The villagers as tourist
home operators have economically benefited from the tourism boom, but the truth is that this has not yet contributed to
a rise in income for the farmers.

Lessons learned (factors in success or failure, challenges and opportunities)

As described above, traditional rural landscapes in South Korea are being lost due to industrialization,
urbanization, government-led development, and other factors. The landscape consisting of mountains,
terraced rice fields, private houses, terraced rice fields, and the sea arranged in this order was recognized as a
rural landscape and traditional cultural resource.

Key messages

Even today, agricultural land in South Korea is continuing to decline mainly for such reasons as the conversion of
agricultural land due to urbanization and industrialization and an increase in the area of cultivated land that is abandoned.

Relationship to other IPSI activities (if the case study is related to any other IPSI collaborative activities, case studies, etc.)

This case study originally appeared in the publication “Socio-ecological Production Landscapes in Asia”. *This
Summary Sheet was produced by UNU-IAS alone.

Funding (any relevant information about funding of activities or projects described in the case study)

This study was commissioned by UNU-IAS.




Contributions to Global Agendas

CBD Aichi Biodiversity Targets (https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/)

The table below shows based on the self-evaluation by author(s). ® and = indicates the “direct” or “indirect” contributions to the
CBD’s Aichi Biodiversity Targets respectively to which the work described in this case study contributes to.
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UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs)
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The table below shows based on the self-evaluation by author(s). ® and ™ indicates the “direct” or “indirect” contributions to the
SDGs respectively to which the work described in this case study contributes to.
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