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Geographical Information

Country (where site(s) or activities described in the case study are located — can be multiple, or even “global”)

Syria
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Socioeconomic and environmental characteristics of the area

Olive cultivation flourishes on hilly land that extends over the governorates of Aleppo and Idlib in the
northwestern part of the country, as well as on the land that spreads along the mountains running in parallel
with the Mediterranean coastline. In general, these areas have much rain in winter. In summer, it is hotter and
drier than in winter in these areas.

Description of human-nature interactions in the area

Since the hilly regions where olive cultivation is prosperous are densely populated compared to other regions,
the average area of cultivated land per owner is 3.06 ha, smaller than the national average of 5.77 ha. For this
reason, these regions are highly dependent on income from industries other than agriculture.
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Rationale (why activities or policies described, or information shared in the case study are needed)

This study was commissioned to be included in the publication “Socio-ecological Production Landscapes in
Asia”.

Objectives (goals of activities or policies described, or of producing the case study)

This chapter provides an overview of olive cultivation in northwestern Syria.

Activities and/or practices employed

Literature review, field observation.

Results

Olive cultivation is the most important traditional agricultural activity in the Mediterranean coastal areas, and
olive orchard landscapes are culturally valuable. They are also important for food production, providing local
residents with part of the food they need. One of its economic benefits is to contribute to value added
agricultural production and the gross national product.

Lessons learned (factors in success or failure, challenges and opportunities)

According to Syria’s national biodiversity strategy in 2000, the rapid rate of population growth (annual rate of
3.6% or more) is a factor that has had the most serious impact on the preservation of biodiversity. Changes in
land use are considered to have major adverse effects on agricultural biodiversity.

Key messages

In recent years, olive cultivation has spread to neighboring areas, including the southern and eastern regions,
which are extremely dry and poor in water resources. The spread of olive cultivation is seen mainly in marginal
lands with many of the newly developed olive plantations found on steep slopes. Steep slopes are prone to soil
erosion, but olive cultivation has been expanded without taking into consideration the danger of soil erosion.

Relationship to other IPSI activities (if the case study is related to any other IPSI collaborative activities, case studies, etc.)

This case study originally appeared in the publication “Socio-ecological Production Landscapes in Asia”. *This
Summary Sheet was produced by UNU-IAS alone.

Funding (any relevant information about funding of activities or projects described in the case study)

This study was commissioned by UNU-IAS.




Contributions to Global Agendas

CBD Aichi Biodiversity Targets (https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/)

The table below shows based on the self-evaluation by author(s). ® and = indicates the “direct” or “indirect” contributions to the
CBD’s Aichi Biodiversity Targets respectively to which the work described in this case study contributes to.
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UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs)
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The table below shows based on the self-evaluation by author(s). ® and ™ indicates the “direct” or “indirect” contributions to the
SDGs respectively to which the work described in this case study contributes to.
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