Indigenous Wisdom for Agro-biodiversity,
Food Security and Climate Change

Sustainable Rotational Farming in Northern Thailand

By PraserflrakansuphakorinD.
RegionalDirectorof IKAP.



Introduction to IKAP
Indigenous Knowledge and Peoples

(IKAP) is a

regional network of indigenous communligsed

organizations, NGOs and GOs worki

ng on

Indigenous knowledge and cultural issues with

Indigenous staff who partner with inc
communities In six countries in Main
Sout heast Asl a.

igenous
and Montane
KAPOS

DlIntergenerational transmission of IK,

2)Capacity building,

3)Affirmation of cultures, biodiversity, food

security and climate change, and

4)Research, documentation and adv
recognition of IPs and IK.

ocacy for
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Introduction on IPS In Thailand

AThailand hag7 provinces, covers an area of
513115km?and has a total population of
62418054 people.

Al Ps in Thailand are r

t ri bes o, or someti mes
communi ti eso.

AThe population of IPs i825825acros21
provinces in the north and west of Thailand.



|IPs/Ethnic groups in Thailand

A Only ten ethnic groups are officially recognized

as nhil | people. 0o LI vi
the country, they are: the Karen, Hmong, Akha,
Lahu, L1 su, Mi en, L ua,

A There are many ethnic groups not officially
recognized yet e.g. Daiamng, Kachin, Shan etc.

A The Karen are the biggest group, arodad,670

most of whom still strongly depend on rotational
farming (RF)cultivation



Current Situation of IPs in Thailand

A IPs in Thailand have been facing a
stereotyping and discrimination policy from
the government over the last five decades.

A Until today the IPs of Thailand continue to
suffer from this historical stereotyping and
discrimination.

A Underlying many laws, policies and
programmes Is the notion of IPs as drug
oroducers, and a threat to national security an
to the environment.




Current Situation e.g. |l Bl ik

A Karen people are still being arrested by thegs
government forestry officers every year
(e.g.in March2008 Mr. Dipaepho &0
years) and Ms. Naw He MuB% years)
from Mae Omki Village, Mae Wa Luang
Tambon, Tha Song Yang District, Taak
Province) as they were preparing their
fields for planting rice and upland plants.

The charges relate to clearing of land,
felling trees, and burning the forest within a
national forest, which was considered as
degradation of national forest land,
damaging a water source and contributing
to climate change
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Key issues and the challenge

A Most governmerstin Asia etc. prohibit rotational farming (RF).
A Backward form of agriculture,
ASuspicion of its finomadico

A Discrimination against indigenous peoples creating natural
resource competition between those with traditional and those
with legal/policy rights.

A Climate change discourse has taken the debate on RF to a gl
level, reinforcing existing prejudices, laws and programs with
little concern for the people affected by them.

A The new belief is that RF is bad because it causes carbon
emissions and contributes to climate change.



Common perceptions and images of RF....

The practice Is......
AOPrimitiveddo
A Economically unviable

A The cause of deforestation and environmental
destruction,

Aé and hence, must be
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| Farm

A One-Year Cycle of Rotationa



A week or two after
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I\/Iany fituals are '
INn the RF field thr
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Thégau quual includes an offeringdwitiee gpthe mount:
rivers, an offering to mother rice, an esfenagadbfites apoi

to remove bad influences from the field.



Harvest Season



Everyone cooperates to
harvest the rice.



A ritual is carried out in the threshing area before
threshing the harvested rice.
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The harvest iIs completed by carrying the rice
back to the barn.
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In the first and second year fallows, we can find lants for 16
kinds of food, 7 kinds wildlife, and 7 kinds of herbs.



The third and fourth year fallows have 10kinds of plants for various
uses4 kinds of bamboo,13kinds of wildlife. and 12 kinds of poultry.




