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Introduction to IKAP  
Indigenous Knowledge and Peoples (IKAP) is a 

regional network of indigenous community-based 

organizations, NGOs and GOs working on 

indigenous knowledge and cultural issues with 

indigenous staff who partner with indigenous 

communities in six countries in Mainland Montane 

Southeast Asia. IKAPôs main activities are: 

1)Intergenerational transmission of IK,  

2)Capacity building,  

3)Affirmation of cultures, biodiversity, food 

security and climate change, and  

4)Research, documentation and advocacy for 
recognition of IPs and IK. 



Where we work and our partners  



Introduction on IPS in Thailand  

Å Thailand has 77 provinces, covers an area of 

513,115 km2 and has a total population of 

62,418,054 people.  

Å IPs in Thailand are referred to as ñhill 

tribesò, or sometimes as ñhighland people/ 

communitiesò.  

Å The population of IPs is 925,825 across 21 

provinces in the north and west of Thailand.  

 



IPs/Ethnic groups in Thailand 

ÅOnly ten ethnic groups are officially recognized 

as ñhill people.ò Living in the north and west of 

the country, they are: the Karen, Hmong, Akha, 

Lahu, Lisu, Mien, Lua, Hôtin, Khmu, and Mlabri. 

ÅThere are many ethnic groups not officially 

recognized yet e.g. Dara-ang, Kachin, Shan etc.  

ÅThe Karen are the biggest group, around 411,670, 

most of whom still strongly depend on rotational 
farming (RF) cultivation. 



Current Situation of IPs in Thailand 

ÅIPs in Thailand have been facing a 

stereotyping and discrimination policy from 

the government over the last five decades.  

ÅUntil today the IPs of Thailand continue to 

suffer from this historical stereotyping and 

discrimination.  

ÅUnderlying many laws, policies and 

programmes is the notion of IPs as drug 

producers, and a threat to national security and 

to the environment.  

 



Current Situation e.g. 
 

ÅKaren people are still being arrested by the 

government forestry officers every year 

(e.g.in March, 2008, Mr. Dipaepho (80 

years) and Ms. Naw He Mui (35 years) 

from Mae Omki Village, Mae Wa Luang 

Tambon, Tha Song Yang District, Taak 

Province) as they were preparing their 

fields for planting rice and upland plants.  

    The charges relate to clearing of land, 

felling trees, and burning the forest within a 

national forest, which was considered as 

degradation of national forest land, 

damaging a water source and contributing 

to climate change. 

 

Fined for destroying 
the forest! 



Key issues and the challenge 
 

ÅMost governments in Asia etc. prohibit rotational farming (RF). 

ÅBackward form of agriculture,  

ÅSuspicion of its ñnomadicò way of life, 

ÅDiscrimination against indigenous peoples creating natural 

resource competition between those with traditional and those 

with legal/policy rights.  

ÅClimate change discourse has taken the debate on RF to a global 

level, reinforcing existing prejudices, laws and programs with 

little concern for the people affected by them.  

ÅThe new belief is that RF is bad because it causes carbon 

emissions and contributes to climate change. 

 



 

Common perceptions and images of RF.... 
 
 

The practice is...... 

ÅóPrimitiveô 

ÅEconomically unviable 

ÅThe cause of deforestation and environmental 

destruction,  

Åé and hence, must be replaced! 
 



A One-Year Cycle of  Rotational Farming 



A week or two after 

burning the field, young 

sprouts grow-up quickly 

from the tree trunks in 
the field. 



Many rituals are performed 
in the RF field throughout 
the cultivating season. 



The bgau quv ritual includes an offering to the spirit-owner of the mountains and 
rivers, an offering to mother rice, an offering to the spirit-owner of fire, and a ritual 
to remove bad influences from the field. 



Harvest Season 



Everyone cooperates to 
harvest the rice. 



A ritual is carried out in the threshing area before 
threshing the harvested rice. 



Rice threshing 



The harvest is completed by carrying the rice 
back to the barn. 



In the first and second year fallows, we can find plants for 16 
kinds of food, 7 kinds wildlife, and 7 kinds of herbs. 

  

The Rotational 

Farming 

Fallow System 



The third and fourth year fallows have 10 kinds of plants for various 

uses, 4 kinds of bamboo, 13 kinds of wildlife. and 12 kinds of poultry. 


