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What is IPBES?

 Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, established in 

2012

 Current membership includes 128 governments

 Overall objective is to provide policy relevant 

knowledge on biodiversity and ecosystem services 

to inform decision making

 Over a thousand scientists, 

nominated by governments 

and organisations, 

currently contribute to the 

work of IPBES



Methodological assessment of 

scenarios & models of 

biodiversity & ecosystem services

 One of the first assessments undertaken in the 

IPBES 2014-2018 work programme 

 Rationale for this assessment: “One of the key 

objectives in using scenarios and models [of 

biodiversity and ecosystem services] is to move away 

from the current reactive mode of decision-making ... 

to a proactive mode in which society anticipates 

change and thereby minimizes adverse impacts, and 

capitalizes on important opportunities”
(IPBES/2/17, annex VI)

 Report accepted by IPBES Plenary in Feb 2016



Structure of the Summary for 

Policymakers

 Key findings (15 key findings 

organized under 3 high-level 

messages)

 Guidance for science and 

policy (6 guidance points)

 Guidance for the Platform 

[IPBES] and its task forces 

and expert groups (6 guidance 

points)

www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/downloads/pdf/SPM_Deliverable_3c.pdf



Summary for Policymakers: 

high-level messages

• High-level message 1: Scenarios and models 

can contribute significantly to policy support, 

even though several barriers have impeded 

their widespread use to date

• High-level message 2: Many relevant methods 

and tools are available, but they should be 

matched carefully with the needs of any given 

assessment or decision support activity, and 

applied with care, taking into account 

uncertainties and unpredictability associated 

with model-based projections

• High-level message 3: Appropriate planning, 

investment and capacity-building, among other 

efforts, could overcome significant remaining 

challenges in developing and applying 

scenarios and models



Contribution of scenarios & models 

to policy and decision making 
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Different policy & decision 

contexts often require the 

application of different 

types of scenarios, 

models & decision-

support tools

Importance of policy & 

decision context  



e.g. global agenda setting & 

policy design (Global 

Biodiversity Outlook 4)

e.g. local policy design & 

implementation (Thadee

watershed, Thailand)

Importance of policy & 

decision context  
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Guidance for the Platform [IPBES] and 

its task forces and expert groups

1. Experts planning to employ scenarios and models in Platform thematic, regional 

and global assessments may want to consider maximizing the benefit derived from 

analysing and synthesizing results from existing applications of policy-relevant 

scenarios and models.

2. The Platform may want to consider encouraging and working closely with 

the wider scientific community to develop a flexible and adaptable suite of 

multi-scaled scenarios specifically tailored to its objectives. 

3. In order to overcome barriers to the use of scenarios and models, it is important 

that the Platform continue to support and facilitate capacity-building within the 

scientific community and amongst policymaking and decision-making practitioners. 

4. Because of the highly technical nature of scenarios and models, it is preferable 

that all of the Platform deliverables involve experts with knowledge of the utility and 

limitations of scenarios, models and decision-support tools. 

5. The Platform should consider putting in place mechanisms to help experts involved 

in Platform deliverables utilize scenarios and models and communicate results 

effectively. 

6. Scenarios and models can potentially be promoted through all Platform 

deliverables, so the implementation plans of those deliverables should be reviewed 

to ensure they reflect such potential. 



• Multiple spatial scales

• Multiple temporal scales

• Multiple scenarios types 

Characteristics of a flexible and 

adaptable suite of “IPBES scenarios” 

• Relevant drivers & policy options

• Participatory approach

• Developed closely with other sectors



Effective application and uptake of 

scenarios & models requires 

close involvement of policy 

makers, practitioners 

and other relevant 

stakeholders … 

throughout the 

entire process     

Participatory approaches 



Workshop on the Way Forward for Scenario Development 

for IPBES

Leipzig 3-6th October 2016

Planning for a new generation of 

scenarios for IPBES 
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Planning for a new generation of 

scenarios for IPBES 



Kriegler et al (2012) Global Environmental Change

Existing global scenarios from other 

sectors: e.g. the SSP-RCP 

framework … 
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Visioning alternative Nature Futures   



Planning for a new generation of 

scenarios for IPBES 
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Mobilization of international communities 

of practice around global biodiversity 

and ecosystem-service modelling   



Mobilization of international communities 

of practice around global biodiversity 

and ecosystem-service modelling   



Planning for a new generation of 

scenarios for IPBES 
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A flexible and adaptable framework … 



… interacting with scenario analysis 

and modelling efforts addressing 

other Sustainable Development Goals 




