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What the Satoyama Initiative seeks to achieve in 
fostering solutions to socio-ecological resilience

• Act as bridge between local stakeholders and policy 
forums and academics

• Bring together partners to learn, share and build 
capacity in systematic writing and communication

• Transdisciplinary approach, knowledge co-
production, acknowledging and integrating/ bridging 
between different knowledge systems and sciences



Case Study Analysis

• 80 Case Studies analyzed: IGES and UNU-IAS (2015)



IPSI Case Study Guidelines
Revised guidelines (2015-)

1. Accept any forms of case study such as video

2. IPSI Case study summary sheet was developed for:

I. Making it easier for readers to understand

II. Ensure consistency that all necessary 
information is described

III. Indicate how case study activities contribute 
to Aichi Target and SDGs.



Satoyama Initiative Thematic Review
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• A compilation of case studies by IPSI members 
providing knowledge and lessons related to SEPLS.

• To collect experiences and relevant knowledge, 
especially based on activities on-the-ground.

• Also includes a synthesis chapter to clarify its 
relevance to policy and academic discussion and to 
help make lessons learned practical in the field.

• Facilitated by IPSI Secretariat (UNU-IAS) and IGES.

(IPSI collaborative activity)



Satoyama Initiative Thematic Review

• Specific themes covered
– Vol. 1: Tools and approaches for enhancing knowledge for SEPLS 

management

– Vol. 2: Mainstreaming concepts and approaches of SEPLS

– Vol. 3: SEPLS and Livelihoods

– Vol 4 (ongoing): SEPLS and area based conservation measures (AT 11)



Publication process

• Developed through a multi-stage process

• Provide feedback on papers among authors

• In-depth discussion among authors

Case Study 
Workshop:

- Feedback from 
participants

- In-depth 
discussion on 
the theme

Revision of 
papers

Synthesis 
paper 

development

Publication
Review by 

other 
authors

Submission



SITR vol.1 (UNU-IAS and IGES, 2016) 

“Enhancing knowledge for better management of SEPLS”
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(1) Select and design tools and approaches to fit into

the local context

(2) Understand local contexts first

(3) Find entry points to local communities and ensure 

wider engagement

(4) Familiarize the community with tools and 

approaches, and make objectives clear

(5) Sufficiently consider pros and cons of using 

different tools and approaches

(6) Ensure capacity building

(7) Provide feedback

(8) Feedback cycles: adjust tools and approaches 

after implementation

(1) Value articulation

(2) Knowledge creation

(3) Policy advocacy

(4) Awareness-raising

(5) Better networking

(6) Better understanding 

of trade-offs and 

synergies

Examples of tools and approaches covered: 
Field data measurement and collection; questionnaires; 
literature surveys; indicator assessment; participatory 
mapping; community dialogues; “Farmers Field Schools”;  
anthropological research ; community-based monitoring; 
daily and continuous interaction and networking.

Positive outcomes of using 
tools and approaches: 

Eight principles to consider :

Synthesis of the case studies 



SITR vol.2 (UNU-IAS and IGES, 2017) 

“Mainstreaming the concepts and approaches of SEPLS 
into policy and decision-making”
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SITR vol. 3
“Livelihoods and socio-ecological production 

landscapes and seascapes (SEPLS)”
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• The volume compiles eleven case studies covering 
diverse challenges and opportunities in sustaining 
livelihoods, social and ecological changes and 
approaches being deployed to strengthen natural and 
social resilience in the landscapes and seascapes where 
they work. The synthesis chapter identifies drivers 
linked to sustainable livelihoods in SEPLS that are 
crucial to meet needs for human well-being and to 
foster sustainable use of natural resources. 

Principles for sustainable livelihoods in SEPLS

Responsibility towards, and stewardship of, the landscape or seascape, including all members of 
communities that reside there and different stakeholders involved in their use and maintenance

Inclusiveness in decision-making and building capacity to make appropriate decisions, and in 
participation in economic activities including access to financial services and markets

Acknowledgment of interactions between people and nature, respecting the interdependent 
relationships between elements that affect the sustainable management and use of natural 
resources

Harmonious relationships between humans and nature to the carrying capacity of the landscape 
or seascape



SITR vol. 4 
Sustainable use of biodiversity in socio-ecological production landscapes 
and seascapes (SEPLS) and its contribution to effective area based 
conservation
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The primary focus of this volume highlights how the sustainable use of 
biodiversity as practiced in well-managed SEPLS can contribute to effective 
area-based conservation of biodiversity.

The volume will also explore how such approaches on-the-ground can 
contribute to the goals of the global conservation agenda, especially in the 
context of the CBD and its Aichi Biodiversity Target 11—which contains the 
concept of protected areas and “other effective area-based conservation 
measures” and their integration into the wider landscapes and 
seascapes—while at the same time being effective and equitable for 
various stakeholders.



What the Satoyama Initiative seeks to 
achieve…progress so far
• Transdisciplinary approach, knowledge co-production, 

acknowledging and integrating/ bridging between 
different knowledge systems and sciences (Learning by 
doing with encouraging response from our partners and 
audiences)

• Brings together partners to learn, share and build 
capacity in systematic writing and communication (good 
progress)

• Act as bridge between local stakeholders and policy 
forums and academics (Efforts moving positive direction)

• ….Requires active uptake of lessons and partnership 
goals



Thank you for your attention


