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 The “Tagal” System is a Community-Based Fisheries  
Management (CBFM) in rivers traditionally undertaken  
by the local community of Sabah from time  
immemorial. 

 
 “Tagal” is a local dialect meaning – “Not allowed” or  

“Prohibited”. 

 
 Base on customary practices and native customary  

law. 

The “Tagal” System 



 Codes of conduct and Rules (e.g rotating open/close  
season, no illegal fishing gears, size of fish to be taken)  
are not usually written down but are passed down  
through verbal tradition and/or come about through  
the ruling of a village headmen or native chief. 

 
 By-laws vary between villages and communities. 

 
 Penalties for breaking by-laws will be fined in the form  

either of “animals” or the modern day cash equivalent. 

The “Tagal” System 



 The “Tagal” System is in line with the objectives of 
Fisheries Department. 

 Recognize that fish resource conflicts can be better  
managed when community are more involved in  
management. 

 Commitment to policies and programs of  
decentralization and community-based management  
and co-management. 

 Community-wide engagement and participation. 
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536 Tagal system 

221 Rivers/Streams 

20 Districts 















Conflicting river use (e.g taking river sand/stones) 
The power to impose fines . 
Overlap private land . 
Conflict construction of other structures . 
Rivers being “tagal” too long . 
Fights between leaders / people in the village . 
Tagal system to a halt/not active. 
Gaining Recognition. 

Issues & Challenges – Tagal System 



 Sign MOU DOFS-JKKK. 

 
 Considering other users. 

 
 Through some process. 

 

 
 Limit length of the river , sharing tagal system ,  

composition committee, facilities and assistance,  
Research, zoning, enforcement and penalties . 

Fisheries Plan On “Tagal” System 





 River Management and Development . 

 
 River Fisheries Resource Management . 

 

 Community management zone . 

 

 Establishment of the park / Sanctuary DOFS. 

Fisheries General Policies & 
Jurisdiction On River Management 
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