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The “Tagal” System

Management (CBFM) in rivers traditionally undertaken
by the local community of Sabah from time
immemorial.

« “Tagal” is a local dialect meaning — “Not allowed” or
“Prohibited”.

* Base on customary practices and native customary
law.



The “Tagal” System

season, no illegal fishing gears, size 0 0 be taken)
are not usually written down but are passed down
through verbal tradition and/or come about through
the ruling of a village headmen or native chief.

* By-laws vary between villages and communities.

* Penalties for breaking by-laws will be fined in the form
either of ““animals” or the modern day cash equivalent.



SUPPORT FROM DEPT OF FISHERIES

* The “Tagal” System is in line with the objectives of
Fisheries Department.

* Recognize that fish resource conflicts can be better
managed when community are more involved in
management.

+ Commitment to policies and programs of
decentralization and community-based management
and co-management.

+ Community-wide engagement and participation.



UPPORT FROM DEPT OF FISHERIES
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536 Tagal system
221 Rivers/Streams
20 Districts
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After several appeals in Rod & Line

Text: CS Fong Photos: Oakinn

As a start, 3,000 lampam, baung,

and the U ge on the
phenomenal success of the Sabah Tagal
shage :

and keral fry, courtesy of the
Fisharies Department, had been released, in

s 1 campaigns in
the past two years, many anglers in the
peninsula had been hoping that the
same can be launched in this part of the
country, to bring Me back to the many
'dead’ or endangered rivers. The
miraculous reappearance of tens of
thousands of fishes within two years in
the former ‘empty rivers' is just too good
1o be ignored

The launching of the first tagal site
in the remote village of Kampung Pagi,
which is about an hour up river from
Taman Negara Kuala Tahan, Pahang, is
thus one of the most welcome news in
2007,

The Tagal river which comprises 2
small streams approximately 1km long
18 connected to the main river system.
Kampung Pagi is a community of 300
people whose village head and
Chairman of Jawatankuasa Kemajuan
Kampung (JKK) is Mi Hamidi bin Nipah
(also known as Tok Empat Kg. Pagi)
JKKK will also be the enforcer of this
tagal system.

the of state y for the
Tahan constituency (ADUN) YB Ustaz Ahmad
bin Jaafar, and Chief Executive Officer of
Perbadanan Kemajuan Negeri Pahang
(PKNP), Dato Hj Lias.

The project has been given the blessing
by the Pahang Menteri Besar. In due course,
the Fisheres Department, Drainage and
Irrigation Department and other related
authorities will be invited to officially
participate in this noble project.

Thspdolprqecﬂssullopenloe‘W\ges
and fine-tuning 1o sult the local conditions
However, initial proposal is to have the tagal
fiver ciosed for 2 years with regular feeding
done to keop the fish there

The final objective Is to improve the
economic status of the Jocal community, by
providing agriculture, river aquaculture and
tourism opportunities in the coming years.

Thus far, the general response of the
villagers have been very good, according to
Mohd Asr (Oakinn), the coverman of the April
2007 issue of Rod & Line, and the person
Instrumental in "selling’ the Sabah tagal idea
10 the Pahang authorities.

JuNE

‘The Fisheries Department has
already released fry in the provious
month. They have already enforced the
no fishing zone. | can already see the
fry coming up to feed when the
villagers throw in food,” he told Rod &
Line.

Bosides Kampung Pagi, it Is
leamed that another Tagal scheme will
s00n be launched at Sungal Jin, a
tributary of Sungai Lembing, also in
Pahang

Woll done, Pahang! AL

01. Refessing the seeds of oot futars.
02 Dato’ H|. Lias, CEO of PKNP
Introcucing TAGAL 1o kampung foks

03, YB Ustaz Ahmad bin Jaatar (2nd
from right), Village Head En. Mi
Hamid| (next 10 YB) and kampung
folks being brifod on the TAGAL

2007 ROD & LINE




Issues & Challenges - Tagal System

«Conflicting river use (e.g taking river sand/stones
+*The power to impose fines .

+*Qverlap private land .

+Conflict construction of other structures.
#Rivers being “tagal” too long .

+Fights between leaders [ people in the village .
+Tagal system to a halt/not active.

+*Gaining Recognition.



Fisheries Plan On “Tagal” System
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+  Sign MOU DOFS-JKKK.

* Considering other users.

+ Through some process. —ewe = .
| T

*  Limit length of the river, sharing tagal system,
composition committee, facilities and assistance,
Research, zoning, enforcement and penalties .
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Fisheries General Policies &

Jurisdiction On River Management

* River Management and Development.
* River Fisheries Resource Management.
* Community management zone.

« Establishment of the park / Sanctuary DOFS.






