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Essence of the Satoyama-like landscape

Satoyama-like landscapes are those landscapes that were
formed by humans, who exerted an influence on the

local natural environment as a result of a series of land usage
and natural resources use/management .

The quality of biodiversity of Satoyama-like landscapes is not
compatible with that of pristine ecosystems but Satoyama-like
landscapes may nuture unique biota.

Various ecosystem services which Satoyama-like landscapes
provide will contribute to the stability and improvement of
human well-being.
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Essence of the Satoyama-like landscape (cont’d)

* The concept that human living in harmony with nature has
influenced the way people think about regional planning in
suburban areas.

* Traditional ecological knowledge, system and techniques has
been introduced to other area as sustainable systems and
methods.

* The focus of the Initiative is rebuilding sustainable relationships
between human and nature.
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1. Formation processes

Influences exerted by humans on local nature

e Agriculture, forestry and inland freshwater and coastal fishing
activities are the central human activities. Their influences are
longstanding and widespread.

* Traditional systems and methods are being reintroduced or
applied to other rural areas.

* Even in suburban areas where relationships between human and
nature tend to weak, new relationships with human and nature
have been developed recently
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2. Structure and Ecological Processes

Mosaics of various land uses
Functional relationships between each types of land use

arranged in accordance with natural environmental and geographical
conditions

Dynamic land usage (e.g., shifting cultivation, the regular logging of forests)
Vegetation composed of different stages of succession

Utilizing the resilience of nature in an appropriate and positive manner
Complex land usage that imitates the structure of natural ecosystems
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3. Usage and Management

* The harvesting and management of natural resources is
performed by the local community on a shared basis

 There are rules which prevent the overexploitation of
natural resources. (the time and frequency and quantity)

* Inrecent years, various entities including urban residents,
NPOs, Industries have participated.
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4. Regional characteristics

 Various human-nature relationships based on each natural and socio-economic
situations

— developed through agriculture, forestry and fishing activities

— developed through educational use or maintenance of forest by
communities in suburban ares

 Various types of landscapes

— Cultivated land and forests as a center, and grass land, irrigation ponds and
ditches, and residential areas around.

— Lakes or costal zones where aquatic resources such as fish and seaweed,
are gathered and utilized,

— Forest and agricultural land in suburban area
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5. Changeability

Satoyama-type landscape has been changed into forms in
accordance with prevailing socio-economic conditions or
technological development.

Sometimes the relationships were positive and sometimes the
land and natural resources were used unsustainable manner.

The concept of Satoyama-like landscape involves these changes.
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6. Biodiversity

* Biodiversity in satoyama-like landscapes relieve the decrease of biodiversity.
Satoyama-like landscapes nuture different and unique biodiversity and could
support pristine ecosystem.

— Various types of habitats derived from mosaic type and dynamic land use
systems

— Unique biota are sometimes nurtured in satoyama-like landscapes as
seen in Japan as a result of appropriate human intervention to nature.

— Alternative habitats and buffer-zone-to-wilderness role
— Creation of habitats and corridors in suburban areas

« BETZEMSEDLDELT MDFEIFEOENZHREZTELLNDELT,
HONWIREMGTERERRERADLNDELT, IEAONEHNE

- EVARHAHINEBEBG L HFIRIZE>TELDBHRE/NEFVE

- BARICHITDEELGANAFIRELOBERELT. BATHONSLIIC
BDEYPHENEICENDIELHD

- REBRORBERM. F-EIZF0OBEHRELLTOEE
- — TR RBHIRIZHITANE RV ERRERIRD A

VERSITY: = TSl e —
INU-IAS  © 5

Institute of Advanced Studies



7. Ecosystem services and 8. Human well-beings

* Production of various types of food and other goods makes livelihood of local
residents more stable.

* Healthy ecosystems as basis of agriculture, forestry, fishery and animal husbandry
will contribute to the stable and improved livelihoods of the local residents and to
steady supply of products to the residents in wider area including urban areas.

* Biodiversity and/or attractive sceneries will create opportunities for education and
recreation by which enhancement of local economy can be achieved.

* Contribute to the formation of positive social relationships and improvement of
human health .

* Contribution to the food security, poverty, energy and global warming-related issues
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