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Summer farms / summer shieldings 
Scandinavian pastoralism/transhumance 



Today 

A century ago Locations of summer farms 



Grazing areas: Less that 50 trees per hectare 



Cultural and natural heritage 

Natural heritage 
• landscape 
• biological values 

Cultural heritage 
• cultural environments 
• buildings 
• intangible cultural heritage 
 - cultural expressions 
 - storytelling 
 - etc. 

Biological cultural heritage 
• rare species favoured by customary land 
use 
• local breeds /local varieties 
• individual organisms (e.g. coppice trees) 
• landscape structures / elements 
• biotopes 
• kulturlandskap 
 

Traditional knowledge about use 

Traditional products, e.g. food 
+ 

Relevant methods for nature conservation 
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Threats to summer farms 

• National implementation of Common Agricultural Policy and 
other regulations relating to animal husbandry and food 
productions 

• Decrease in generation transfer, i.e. fewer young in the trade 
• Cheap food due to globalization => smallscale is inefficient 
• Logging (destroys the cultural landscape) 
• ”Nature conservation” (re-wilding) 

– Increasing number of large predators 
– Natural/free development 

• Turns into summer cottages for tourists, no room for animals 
• Tourism needs to be adapted to the farmer and not the 

opposite  



  



  



  



  



  



Why Visit Sápmi? 
 “If tourism is planned and performed in co-operation and 

with respect for Sámi needs and requirements, tourism is 
an industry that need not threaten the Sámi culture or 
destroy land. 

  

 We cannot stop the tourism industry so we need to get 
involved in the development and see to it that benefits also 
come to the Sámi. We must show the Sámi that tourism 
can be a good thing. It can help to spread knowledge about 
Sápmi, create income and preserve traditional know-how 
and values.” 

 



Why Visit Sápmi? 
“But, VisitSápmi will have 
to work hard to convince 
Sámi communities that 
responsible tourism is 
possible. Negative 
impacts experienced and 
the fear that younger 
people will turn away 
from reindeer herding are 
key factors.” 
 



Some potentials for enhancing responsible 
travel and learning in SEPLS: 

• Support to initiatives by local residents and 
knowledge holders 

• Networking on all levels 

• Respect for local residents and knowledge 
holders, especially those who don’t want 
visitors 

 


